Enforcement Media Release

Enforcement efforts are always most effective when they are accompanied by heavy media coverage.  The main goal of enforcement is deterrence.  Police can only catch a small proportion of people who violate the law – but if the threat of punishment is well-known, people are more likely to avoid illegal behavior.  

It is very important, therefore, that students and other members of the community see news coverage of the enforcement efforts that are included in the Safer California Universities program.  

Following is a sample media release that could be used in a campus or community newspaper.  This is only a suggestion and should be revised to include local details about the response cost ordinance, enforcement campaigns, recent incidents involving parties or impaired driving crashes, or other local events.

Effective Enforcement for Safer Parties,

Safer Students, and Safer California Universities
“Where’s the party?” is a question being asked increasingly by [campus/city] police.  Off campus parties are a tradition here at [campus], but one that sometimes has serious and even tragic results.  Police are responding to the usual complaints about noise, litter, public urination, fights and other not-so-attractive features of parties.  But the hosts of these parties may have an unpleasant surprise the next morning – a financial hangover in the form of a fee of up to $1000,  if the police have to come back twice to the same address (Revise to reflect local ordinance).

“We don’t want to stop off-campus parties,” says [police spokesperson].  “We just want the hosts of these parties to act responsibly and encourage responsible behavior among their guests.”  That means things like serving food and non-alcoholic beverages to reduce heavy intoxication among guests, not serving underage guests, and being considerate of neighbors.  [Campus organization] has published a free brochure providing details of hosting parties that are both fun and safe.  Both hosts and guests who choose not to follow these guidelines could find themselves having a serious conversation with the police.  The city and campus police are working together to reduce potential problems at unruly off campus parties by enforcing state and local laws.

When guests drive away from parties, they also should be aware that [enforcement agency] has stepped up DUI enforcement, including sobriety checkpoints.  Drivers who test over the legal limit (.08, if you’re over 21 and .00 for drivers under 21), face arrest, fines, the loss of their license, and more.  “We’re out there every night,” says [enforcement spokesperson].  “The smartest thing you can do is don’t drink or designate a sober – and I mean sober driver.”  

For more information about safer parties and enforcement efforts in [community/campus], contact [whoever].
